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Labeling of Mixed Vegetables 


The Food, Drug, and Insecticide Administration of the De- 
partment of Agriculture, in response to the Association's request 
that it enlarge upon the Administration's statements regarding 
the labeling of mixed vegetables, has written as follows: 


The words in the notice “as is also a vignette which fails to display 
all vegetables present,” should be interpreted as meaning all vegetables 
present in substantial amounts. You will recall that this is one of the 
points you raised particularly. 


A vegetable may be considered to be present in substantial amount 
when on pouring out the contents of the can, it is readily observable 
throughout the mixture or can be easily identified by its taste when the 
product is consumed. For instance, it would not be proper to place designs 
of a tomato or an ear of corn on a label of a can which contains only a 
tablespoonful of tomato juice or pulp and a few grains of corn. Vegetables 
pictured on the label should be readily noticeable in fhe contents by sight 
or taste without the necessity of carefully searching for them. The pres- 
ence of vegetables not readily noticeable may be indicated in the labeling 
by words such as “and other vegetables in small amounts” in the state- 
ment of composition. Pictures of such vegetables should not appear on the 
label. 


The Administration cannot sanction a substitution of one vegetable 
for another without a corresponding change in the labeling if the composi- 
tion is indicated on the label by a vignette or list of ingredients, nor can the 
Administration sanction the use of labels already printed which materially 
misrepresent the composition of the products, 
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Truck Crop Markets 
Shipments of nearly all the leading products except pota- 
toes, pears, grapes and apples decreased materially during the 
week ended August 10, according to the U. S. Market News Ser- 
vice. The price trend was downward for potatoes, watermelons, 
cantaloupes, grapes and lettuce, but prices were steady to firm 
for peaches, onions, sweet potatoes, and apples. , 


Apple output increased to 680 cars, a gain of 100 over the 
preceding week. Most of the supply was coming from Illinois, 
Michigan, New York, New Jersey, the Virginias and northern 
California. 


The pear season opened in Maryland, New York, Oregon, 
and Washington. Total shipments, almost entirely from Cali- 
fornia, increased to 1,400 cars. 


Peach shipments decreased to 2,590 cars, of which Califor- 
nia shipped 1,155, some of these going to canneries. Illinois’ 
output increased sharply to 725 cars and the season was becom- 
ing very active in Virginia, Maryland and Delaware, with a total 
of 425 cars from the three states. Tennessee was about finished 
and Arkansas decreased to 115 cars. Peaches have begun to 
move from Pennsylvania. 

Tomatoes were coming chiefly from Ohio, Maryland, New 
Jersey, Missouri and Washington, but combined shipments 
dropped to 325 cars. Only 275 cars of cabbage moved during 
the week, and the main sources were Virginia, Colorado, Iowa, 
Indiana and New York. 


Combined shipments of 29 fruits and vegetables decreased 
to 18,145 cars. 


CARLOT SHIPMENTS 


. Totalthis Totallast Total 
1 season to 
Aug. 11 season 


1 
: 1 
Aug. July 28- Au 
1920 1929 192 
On? 5K0 5,426 5.071 127,465 
277 231 226 23,149 18,120 $6,706 
46 53 9,030 5,276 7,505 
57 2,234 2,602 2,671 
26 53 15 6,416 6,259 7,408 
215 260 138 4,361 4,109 4,688 
Mixed deciduous fruit ... 336 283 407 2,022 8,415 6.490 
Mixed vegetables ......... 508 506 606 22,730 23,682 88,972 
1,800 1,114 1,539 8,831 7,121 24,406 
2,501 3,904 4.004 16,514 35,303 57,606 
is 18 37 2,358 2,606 8,569 
Piums and prunes ....... ™ 110 120 1,648 5,200 7,205 
RTS 55 a4 22 7,087 6,032 6,707 
326 554 440 22,517 22,072 80,857 
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California Fruit Crop Forecast 
On the basis of conditions on August 1, the Division of Crop 
and Livestock Estimates forecasts production of fruits in Cali- 
fornia as follows: 


alncluding 70,000 tons not harvested in 1928, 
> Preliminary estimate, July 1. 


Florida Fruit Crop Conditions 
Grapefruit in Florida on August 1 averaged 54 per cent, as 
compared with 79 per cent a year ago; oranges, 62 per cent as 
compared with 84 per cent; pineapples, 69 per cent as compared 
with 72 per cent. 


Dry Bean Forecast 
With an acreage above that harvested in any year since 


1918 and with prospects for a yield close to the average of recent 
years, the crop of dry edible beans is forecast at 17,626,000 
bushels, compared with 16,621,000 last year. The following table 
shows the condition on August 1, 1928 and 1929, the yield in 
1928, and the estimated production in 1929 based on the condi- 
tion as of August 1: 
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Crop Forecast Notes 
Apples.—The August 1 condition indicates a crop of little 
better than 149,000,000 bushels, or almost one-fifth less than 
last year and one-fifth more than the very short crop of 1927. 
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The commercial crop, or that portion sold for consumption as 
fresh fruit, is forecast at slightly under 30,000,000 barrels, or 
16 per cent below commercial production in 1928. 

Cabbage.—The production of Domestic cabbage in the nor- 
thern late states, on the basis of reported August 1 conditions, 
is indicated to be about 306,000 tons, or 29 per cent larger than 
the production in 1928. In addition to the 12 per cent increase 
in acreage, yields are expected to average higher than last year 
for the group as a whole. The better prospects in New York 
are a factor contributing greatly to the larger crop expected 
this season. 

Cherrics.—For eight of the commercially important states, 
the production of cherries this year is estimated at 57.5 per 
cent of a full normal crop. Although the data are rather incom- 
plete for many of the states, the production in 1928 was prob- 
ably a little higher, ranging perhaps between 60 and 63 per cent 
of normal. 

Peaches.—Reported condition on August 1 indicates a pro- 
duction of about 45,400,000 bushels, a crop of about one-third 
smaller than of 1928 and one-eighth below the five-year average. 


Pears.—Indicated production on August 1 was nearly 19-, 
800,000 bushels, a crop about four-fifths as large as that of 1928 
and somewhat larger than that of 1927. In the three Pacific 
Coast States, normally producing about two-thirds of the total 
pear crop, the expected 1929 crop is more than one-fifth below 
that of 1928. 


Sweet potatoes.—The crop is now expected to be around 
80,000,000 bushels. The acreage is nearly the same as that har- 
vested last year, and its condition is reported at close to the usual 
condition at this season of the year. 

Tomatoes.—The expected crop of tomatoes in the late states 
this year amounts to almost 5,900,000 bushels, or more than half 
again as large as the 1928 crop. Acreage in 1928 represents an 
increase of 15 per cent over that of 1928 and yields are indicated 
to be exceptionally promising in many of the late states this 
year, the average yield for the group being reported as 35 per 
cent heavier than the low avereage yield in 1928. 


Weather Conditions 


The outstanding feature of the weather at the close of the 
week ended August 13, according to the U. S. Weather Bureau, 


' 
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was the continued lack of moisture over the Northeast, North- 
west, and parts of the Southwest. 


The temperature for the week as a whole averaged con- 
siderably above normal in most parts of the South and central 
northern districts, and the far Northwest. 

Rainfall was rather heavy in the more southeastern sections 
and in some Mississippi Valley districts from western Tennessee 
and east central Arkansas northward to the lower Missouri 
River. Heavy falls occurred also in the southwestern Great 
Plains and some central Rocky Mountain sections. 

Except in parts of Kentucky and in local areas of other 
states, corn continued to make good progress in the Ohio Valley 
area, but a general rain would be beneficial, and the crop is still 
uneven in some places. In Iowa progress was poor in about 
one-third of the state. In the Atlantic area north to central 
Virginia corn has suffered badly from drought. 

Garden and truck crops need rain badly in many states, 
especially in the heavy producing sections of the Middle Atlantic 
area. 

Farm Prices 


The general level of prices received by farmers was higher 
on July 15 than on June 15, as indicated by a rise in the index 
of farm prices from 135 to 140, compared with 145 a year ago. 
The general average of farm prices around the middle of August 
was below that of July, and is not likely to exceed the July level 
until grain prices have resumed their advance. 


Fruit in Cold Storage 


Cold storage holdings of fruit on August 1, as reported by 
the Bureau of Agricultural Economics, were: 


August 1, 1929 August 1, 1028 5-year average 
79,000 125,000 112,000 
2,000 1,000 11,000 
64,187,000 83,228,000 51,058,000 


Business Conditions 


The dollar volume of trade during the week ended August 
10, as reflected by check payments, was larger than in either the 
preceding week or the same period of last year, according to the 
weekly statement of the Department of Commerce. 

Distribution of commodities through primary channels, as 


reflected by freight-car loadings, was running considerably 
heavier than at this time a year ago. 


Pears: 

Frozen and preserved fruits (pounds) 
| 
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The general index of wholesale prices showed a decline 
from the previous week and was about 2 per cent lower than in 
the same period of 1928. 


Bank loans and discounts were fractionally lower than in 
the preceding week, but were considerably higher than a year 
ago. Interest rates on time funds were higher than in either 
the preceding week or the corresponding period of last year. 
Call-money rates averaged lower than in the preceding week 
but were higher than a year ago. 


Business failures were less numerous than in the corre- 
sponding period of 1928. 


CAR LOADINGS 


Merchandise 
Total Miscellaneous L. Cc. L. Other 
Week ended August 3 .......... 1,104,108 481,071 250,308 412,824 
Preceding week 1,101,061 425,039 257,782 300,629 
ding week, 1027 ....... 1,068,821 420,875 257,104 370,060 
Corresponding week, 1028 ....... 1,024,08% 381,538 250,564 382,086 


Employment in July 

Employment decreased 0.2 per cent in July, 1929, as com- 
pared with June, and payroll totals decreased 3.8 per cent, ac- 
cording to the U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. This report is 
based upon returns from 32,892 establishments which had in 
July 5,106,726 employees whose combined earnings in one week 
were $134,599,602. The industrial groups included were manu- 
facturing, mining, quarrying, public utilities, trade, hotels, and 
canning and preserving. 

July is customarily a month of inventory-taking in manu- 
facturing establishments, while mining and retail trade opera- 
tions are much curtailed also at that season. On the other hand 
public utility companies are largely engaged in outside opera- 
tion in the summer, wholesale trade is preparing for autumn 
business, the summer resort season increases hotel employment, 
and the summer canning season has opened. The net decrease 
in employment in July was only 10,000 employees out of a total 
of more than 5,100,000. 


Comparative Consumption of Food Items 

In the Louisville retail area, according to the survey con- 
ducted by the Department of Commerce, approximately $58,000,- 
000 was spent for food and related products in 1928. This rep- 
resents an annual per capita expenditure for food of about $159. 
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The percentage of certain classes of food products purchased 
was as follows: 


t 
General groceries 
Dairy and poultry products 
Canned and bottled goods 
Bakery 
Meals 


Report on Italian Tomato Culture and Packing Industry 


The Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce has re- 
ceived from the American vice consul at Genoa a report on “To- 
mato Culture and Packing in Liguria,” containing information 
on characteristics of the Italian tomato, fresh tomato exports, 
culture in Liguria, price trend as regards fresh tomatoes, local 
consumption, tomato packing industry, tomato paste, export 
marketing, etc. The report will be loaned to interested Ameri- 
can firms upon direct application to the Department of Com- 
merce or any of its district or cooperative offices. 


Spanish Sardine Catch Falls Off 

Instead of an increase in the run of sardines, sprats, and 
other small fish, which is usually experienced in the second quar- 
ter of the year in the Vigo district, the catch was greatly re- 
duced, and as a result most of the canning plants were compelled 
to discontinue operations during the period. If conditions do 
not improve rapidly during the ensuing three months, according 
to a report received by the Department of Commerce, the Vigo 
industry will find itself unable to fill its future orders, which 
are rapidly accumulating. The catch during the second quarter 
was 2,658,000 pounds, against 7,494,600 pounds during the cor- 
responding period of last year. 


String Beans Released from Fruit Fly Quarantine 


String beans are released from regulation under the Medi- 
terranean fruit fly quarantine by administrative instructions 
issued August 12 by the Plant Quarantine and Control Adminis- 
tration and approved by the Secretary of Agriculture. 

This relaxation of restrictions was possible “in view of the 
absence of any record of Mediterranean fruit fly infestation in 
string beans, and the failure, thus far, to force infestation ex- 
perimentally.” Restrictions are retained which affect lima beans 
and broad (flava) beans. 


Items Percentage 
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Fish Canning in Trieste 


In a report on the fish-canning industry of Trieste, the 
American consul at that city states that the principal fish-can- 
ning establishment—the Fabbriche Italiane Conserve Alimen- 
tari—operates seven large factories, the combined annual out- 
put of which is as follows: 


Sardines in olive oil 

Flat filets of an les 

Rolled filets of anchovies in piquant sauce 
Antipasto 

Salted anchovies 

Salted sardines 

Tunny in olive oll 

Mackerels in olive ol 

Salted fish (different varieties) 
Marmated eel 

Anchovies paste 


a Pounda, 


The factories of this concern are all equipped with the most 
modern of American canning machinery. The various sizes and 
varieties of cans used in the canning operations are manufac- 
tured by the concern itself principally at their establishment at 
Isola d’ Istria. On an average of 40,000 cans are turned out each 
day. Of these about 10,000 are thin oval cans of the 2'4-ounce 
size. 


The principal markets for the fish products of the concern 
are Italy and the countries of Central Europe. But a very small 
part of the output is marketed in the United States. No subsidy 
is granted by the Italian Government in this industry. 


Army Asks Bids on Tomatoes 

The Quartermaster Supply Officer at Brooklyn, N. Y., is 
asking for bids on canned tomatoes, best standard grade, U. 8. 
Army specification No. 22-188A. The bids will be opened at 
9.00 a. m. September 13. Copies of the schedule (Invitation 
No. 626-30-43) may be obtained from the Quartermaster Supply 
Officer. The schedule calls for 721,592 No. 3 cans for delivery 
at various points in the United States, Porto Rico, and Panama. 
The 153,120 cans for San Juan and Panama are to be lacquered 
and packed in wood cases strapped for export. The invitation 
for bids includes also 15,756 No. 10 cans. The announcement 
states that No. 214 cans may be substituted for No. 3 cans at the 
option of the bidder. 


Tins 
TYTTTTTIT 7,050,000 
TTT 1,500,000 
2,500,000 
1,500,000 
300,000 
TTT 800,000 
a 5,000 
14,000 
b Boxes. 
| 


